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The moment had arrived to deal with the Abbe, and retribu-
tion awaited the poor man on his return to Paris. In addition to
his speech on the 13th, he had written in a similar strain in the
Revue Anglo-Romaine. He was now summoned before the
Archbishop of Paris and informed that the Revue had fallen
under the Pope's displeasure. It was 'far too much in the hands
of Lord Halifax and the Anglicans/80 There was even a ques-
tion of putting it on the Index. His Holiness was astonished at
Portal.

Halifax was highly indignant. An attack upon a friend never
failed to rouse him to war, and in this instance the peril to the
cause was an added prick to his temper. If the news were true,
he replied, 'among all my other regrets, there is one which
stands out above the others, and it is that once more Rome has
justified everything that has been said of her/81

A day or two later he had again to take Lady Halifax to
Mont Dore for her health. He saw the Abbe in Paris on his way
south. In. the interval reflection had increased rather than dimin-
ished his wrath. Not only was he angry for the injustice to his
friend, but all the Yorkshireman in him had been stirred by the
Pope's reported use of the term 'humiliation* as the necessity
for Anglicans. It was no word for English ears, he told the
Abbe.

We are quite ready to acknowledge our offences, but it is only
on condition that the offences against us are also recognised, and I
will never admit that, between Rome and ourselves, all the
wrongs are on one side, If that must be the last word, there is not a
single one of my countrymen who would not be ready to hang
anyone "who should talk to him of Rome and of union with her.82

Not Benson himself could have written more stiffly.

Presently the Abbe, who was far from well, arrived at Mont
Dore with a further piece of ill news. He had been ordered by
his Superior to abstain in future from interference in the afiairs